[Pulmonary infarction associated with bronchogenic carcinoma].
Pulmonary infarction may be associated with bronchogenic carcinoma. Radiopathological correlation was performed in four patients. There were two cases of squamous cell carcinoma, one case of adenocarcinoma and one case of large cell carcinoma. Infarcts in patients with squamous cell carcinoma were obscured on plain radiographs by a large primary tumor or atelectasis of the affected lobe. Infarcts in adenocarcinoma and large cell carcinoma were clearly demonstrated on plain radiographs; 1 to 2 cm in size, round or polygonal in shape, blurred in margin, and located at the periphery of the same lobe as the primary tumor. Rapid appearance of infarcts was helpful in distinguishing from intrapulmonary metastasis. Invasion of the pulmonary artery, pulmonary vein and bronchial wall in hilar region was thought to be responsible for pulmonary infarction. Pulmonary infarct should be considered in patients with centrally invasive bronchogenic carcinoma, when a small ill-defined opacity appears at the periphery of the involved lobe over a short period.